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GRACE registry data analysis suggests that drug-eluting versus bare metal BHEOAEOERICET SR
stents should be used with caution in patients with acute coronary syndrome [News Flash 02]
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Analysis of GRACE registry data suggests that drug-eluting stents should be used with caution in E§ﬂ%£$§ﬁﬁ®*ﬁ§ﬁ’§/ﬁ

patients with acute coronary syndrome due to increased all-cause mortality at two years

compared with bare metal stents, according to a presentation at the annual meeting of the [News Flash 07]

European Society of Cardiology. < -
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Although drug-eluting stents are extremely effective in preventing restenosis following = T .

angioplasty, there has been increasing uncertainty regarding their long-term safety. Specifically, 3'5115%99”}%*%&3

there is concern that some stents may occlude abruptly more than one year after placement due
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to late stent thrombosis.
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Although such thrombosis is rare, probably in the range of less than 1 percent per year, it is %iEZ ,J1E' m§#1’12{h RL:

extremely severe, with up to 45 percent mortality. Thus, the question is raised whether this rare [News Flash 09]

but life-threatening event may offset the benefit achieved by drug-eluting stents in preventing

restenosis HHFHZ 7 b &AM
The risk of late stent thrombosis may be greater in the context of acute coronary syndromes and, Eﬂ;ﬁ

in fact, little information is available so far from rigorous randomized clinical trials comparing drug-

eluting stents with bare metal stents in these patients, particularly those with acute myocardial [News Flash 10]

infarction. Randomized clinical trials that have compared drug-eluting stents and bare metal
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stents in the context of acute myocardial infarction are relatively small (totaling fewer than 1,000 / L\i’lﬁ??&ﬂh’ﬁ@ﬁ/ﬁ‘z
patients with drug-eluting stents) and most have only reported one year of follow-up.
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The current analysis used the database from the Global Registry of Acute Coronary syndromEs N A -

(GRACE), collected in 94 hospitals in 14 countries across 4 continents (Americas, Europe, AT~ I\ml*iﬁt"ﬁaj_é
Australia/NZ) to compare survival at up to two years of patients treated with bare metal stents x5 737 5'I¢$E
only or with at least one drug-eluting stent. =

[News Flash 12]

Survival appeared similar in at six months after discharge, but thereafter mortality was greater in

patients treated with drug-eluting stents. This difference was entirely related to patients treated for —?Teﬁlllﬁﬂj 25k C:EEJ_Q'_ 3
acute myocardial infarction and was associated with an increased risk of late reinfarction,

suggesting that it may indeed be related to late stent thrombosis. AR B IEER

Although caution should always be exercised when analyzing an observational study such as [News Flash 13]

GRACE (in which patients who received drug-eluting stents and bare metal stents were not

similar), this survival difference (which persisted after statistical adjustment for differences in E%’l‘ix% > f*[ﬂl’fﬁﬁt:ﬁgj-é
baseline characteristics between the two types of patients) suggests that drug-eluting stents
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should be used with caution in patients with acute myocardial infarction, at least until more §E12!Sﬁ¢%u r5E5 ﬂt'|ﬁ$ﬁ
evidence is accumulated of long-term safety from large studies with long-term follow up.




